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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1, 3-5, 10-11, 13-17, 22-23, 25-26, 28, 33-34, 36-40, 45-46, 48-51 and 56 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Beeson, Jr. et al. (US PAT 
# 5,396,543). 

Regarding claim 1 , Beeson teaches a method for maintaining call control at a 
gateway mobile switching center (reads on MSC 110, see col. 4, lines 32-33 and Fig. 1) 
for a roaming (see col. 19, lines 22-24) mobile unit (reads on 120, Fig. 1) utilizing a 
packet network for bearer traffic transport, the method comprising: (a) receiving an 
incoming call leg (reads on incoming call 2202 as shown in Fig. 22) at the gateway 
mobile switching center (see Fig. 22) for the roaming mobile unit; (b) determining a data 
link connection identifier for a protocol handler for voice at the gateway mobile switching 
center (see col. 8, lines 26-30); (c) providing the data link connection identifier to a 
serving mobile switching center and to a base station (see col. 8, lines 14-20), and 
obtaining from the serving mobile switching center a packet address of the base station 
for communication with the roaming mobile unit to create a packet link between the 
gateway mobile switching center and the base station (see col. 19, lines 7-18); (d) 
providing an alert to the roaming mobile unit (see col. 15, lines 57-62 and "alerting" in 
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Fig. 13); and (e) when an answer has been received from the roaming mobile unit 
(reads on the mobile unit acknowledgement message 1314, see col. 15, lines 67-68 and 
col. 16, lines 1-2, Fig. 13), providing a connection between the roaming mobile unit and 
the incoming call leg utilizing the packet link between the gateway mobile switching 
center and the base station (see Fig. 13 and col. 16, line 2). 

Claims 1 1 , 23, 34 and 46 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed above 
with respect to claim 1 . The claimed "servicing mobile switching center" reads on MSC 
110 (see Fig. 1). The claimed "base station" reads on base station 112 as shown in Fig. 
1. The claimed "network interface" as recited in claim 46 is inherent. 

Claims 3, 13, 25, 36 and 48 recite "transmitting a routing request invoke 
containing the data link connection identifier from the gateway mobile switching center 
to the serving mobile switching center; and receiving at the gateway mobile switching 
center a routing request return result containing the base station packet address from 
the serving mobile switching center". See Beeson col. 21, lines 26-39 and Fig. 26. 

Regarding claim 4 limitations, see Beeson col. 20, lines 5-37 and col. 14, lines 

47-58. 

Regarding claims 5 and 17, see Beeson col. 8, lines 14-30. 

Regarding claims 10, 22, 33, 45 and 56, Beeson teaches storing a visitor location 
register record (see col. see col. 4, lines 15-19). 
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Claims 14-16, 27, 37, 39, 49-51, and 53-55 are rejected for the same reasons as 
discussed above with respect to claims 3-5. 

Regarding claims 26 and 38, Beeson teaches a stand-alone home location 
register (102 as shown in Fig. 1) coupled to the gateway mobile switching center (110 
as shown in Fig. 1). 

Regarding claims 28 and 40, see col. 2, lines 40-45. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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4. Claims 2, 6-9, 12, 18-21, 24, 29-32, 35, 41-44, 47, 52-55 and are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Beeson, Jr. et al. 

Claims 2, 12, 24, 35 and 47 recite " the data link connection identifier is included 
as a parameter within an ANSI-41 compatible message". 

Beeson does not specifically teach the use of ANSI-41 compatible message. 

However, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use a standard such as ANSI-41 that describes the 
communication protocol between the roaming mobile switching unit, the base station 
and the gateway mobile switching center. Also, the use of ANSI-41 protocol is obvious 
at least in the mobile communications system. 

Claims 6, 18, 29, 41 and 52 recite the use of an ATM protocol. Beeson teaches 
the use of different types of protocol such as SS7 protocol (see col. 2, lines 59-64). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to use any kind of protocol such an ATM protocol as 
recites in claim 6 when desired. Examiner takes official notice that the use of an ATM 
protocol is old and well known in the art. 

Claims 7-9, 19-21 , 30-32, 42-44 and 53-55 are rejected for the same reasons as 
discussed above with respect to claim 6. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rasha S AL-Aubaidi whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7481. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 
5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad F. Matar, can be reached on (571) 272-7488. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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